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I. Understanding Students with
Disabilities

0001–0004 20%

II. Assessing Students with
Disabilities and Developing
Individualized Plans

0005–0008 20%

III. Promoting Development and
Learning in Students with
Disabilities

0009–0016 40%

IV. Working in the Professional
Environment

0017–0020 20%
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NEW MEXICO TEACHER ASSESSMENTS™

Field 32:  Special Education

Test Framework

Understanding Students with Disabilities
Assessing Students with Disabilities and Developing Individualized Plans

Promoting Development and Learning in Students with Disabilities
Working in the Professional Environment

SUBAREA I—UNDERSTANDING STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

0001 Understand typical and atypical human development.
For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of typical and atypical human growth and
development in the physical, sensory, motor, cognitive, language, social,
and emotional domains

• demonstrate knowledge of the effects of various disabilities on physical,
sensory, motor, cognitive, language, social, and emotional development
and functioning

• recognize similarities and differences between individuals with and
individuals without disabilities with regard to human growth and
development

0002 Understand the characteristics and needs of individuals with disabilities.
For example:

• identify types, etiologies, and general characteristics of various
disabilities

• recognize the physical, sensory, motor, cognitive, language, social,
and emotional needs associated with various disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of typical, delayed, and disordered commu-
nication patterns among individuals with disabilities

• demonstrate familiarity with learning styles commonly associated
with various disabilities
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0003 Understand factors that affect human development and learning.
For example:

• recognize the roles that families and environment play in the
development and learning of individuals with and individuals without
disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of the effects of different learning environments,
classroom management strategies, and intervention techniques on
students' development and learning

• demonstrate knowledge of the effects of cultural, linguistic, and
socioeconomic differences on learning and development and identify
strategies for addressing such differences

• demonstrate knowledge of cultural, linguistic, environmental, and
physiological factors that can affect reading and language arts
development

• demonstrate knowledge of the medical and health issues that commonly
affect students with disabilities and how these issues affect students'
learning

• demonstrate familiarity with the uses and effects, including possible side
effects, of various types of medications (e.g., stimulant, antidepressant,
antiseizure) in relation to students' learning, development, and
functioning

0004 Understand the effects of disabilities on human development and learning.
For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of the effects of various disabilities on learning
and behavior throughout an individual's life span (e.g., on education,
career, vocation, social relationships, recreation)

• recognize the impact of physical and mental health–related disabilities on
individuals, their families, and society

• recognize the impact of delayed language development and listening
comprehension on students' learning

• recognize the impact of various disabilities on auditory and information-
processing skills and on expressive language skills
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SUBAREA II—ASSESSING STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND DEVELOPING
INDIVIDUALIZED PLANS

0005 Understand types and characteristics of various assessments.
For example:

• recognize basic concepts and terminology used in assessment
(e.g., reliability, norm referenced, criterion referenced, formative,
summative)

• recognize the types, characteristics, uses, and limitations of various
formal and informal assessments (e.g., standardized tests, observations,
vocational assessments, checklists)

• demonstrate knowledge of strengths and limitations of specific
assessment instruments used to evaluate students with disabilities

0006 Understand procedures for conducting assessment activities to address the
individual needs of students with disabilities.

For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of screening, referral, eligibility, and reevaluation
procedures, including procedures for the early identification of young
children who may have disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies and procedures for collaborating
with parents/guardians, classroom teachers, related service providers,
and others to gather background information on students' academic,
medical, social-emotional, and family history

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies and procedures for developing,
selecting, adapting, modifying, and administering nondiscriminatory
formal and informal assessments for students with diverse characteristics
and needs (e.g., related to culture, language, nature and severity of
disabilities, communication and response modes)

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies and procedures for using ecological
assessments, portfolio assessments, individualized inventories, task
analyses, and functional assessments (e.g., behavioral, social,
communication) to accommodate the unique strengths and needs
of students with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of environmental factors (e.g., lighting, noise)
that can affect the assessment of students with disabilities
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0007 Understand strategies for interpreting and communicating assessment results.
For example:

• interpret the results of formal and informal assessments and recommend
appropriate services and interventions based on these results

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for using formal and informal
assessments to evaluate the effectiveness of instruction and monitor
students' progress

• recommend modifications and accommodations to the curriculum based
upon assessment results

• apply knowledge of strategies for communicating assessment results to
all stakeholders (e.g., students with disabilities, their parents/guardians,
general education teachers, administrators, service providers)

• demonstrate knowledge of culturally and linguistically responsive
strategies for ensuring effective communication among stakeholders
involved in the assessment process
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0008 Understand procedures for developing, implementing, and amending
individualized educational plans (IEPs), individualized family service plans
(IFSPs), and transition plans.

For example:

• recognize the composition of individualized educational planning teams
as well as the roles and responsibilities of the various members of
such teams

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies and procedures for using
assessment information to make appropriate eligibility, program,
service delivery, and placement recommendations for students with
disabilities, including students from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds

• demonstrate knowledge of procedures and strategies for facilitating
students' participation in the general education curriculum and the
statewide general assessment system

• demonstrate knowledge of the characteristics, advantages, and
disadvantages of the continuum of placements and services available
to students with disabilities

• recognize appropriate rationales for determining a student's least
restrictive environment and demonstrate knowledge of procedures for
facilitating a student's placement in the least restrictive environment

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies and procedures for developing,
implementing, evaluating, and amending comprehensive, longitudinal
individualized plans (e.g., IEPs, IFSPs, transition plans) in collaboration
with students with disabilities, their parents/guardians, general education
teachers, and other service providers

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for incorporating instructional and
assistive technologies into IEPs and apply knowledge of procedures for
selecting and implementing assistive technologies, devices, and services
to facilitate students' educational achievement, communication, mobility,
and active participation in educational activities and routines
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SUBAREA III—PROMOTING DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING IN STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES

0009 Understand strategies for managing the learning environment to create a safe,
supportive, and inclusive classroom climate that promotes the development
and learning of students with disabilities.

For example:

• apply knowledge of strategies for creating a safe, supportive, and
positive classroom climate that fosters respect for diversity and positive
interactions among all students

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for preparing students to live
harmoniously and productively in a culturally diverse world, including
strategies for creating a learning environment that enables students to
retain and appreciate their own and others' linguistic and cultural
heritages

• analyze the ways in which teacher attitudes and behaviors may affect
individuals with and without disabilities (e.g., establishing and maintaining
rapport, motivation)

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for addressing common barriers to
accessibility and acceptance faced by students with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of how to design and adapt physical and
learning environments to promote students' active participation, academic
success, self-advocacy, and independence

• demonstrate knowledge of classroom management strategies, including
structuring and managing daily routines (e.g., transitions between
lessons or classes) to optimize students' time on task and facilitate
students' effective use of instructional time

• demonstrate knowledge of how to use technology for planning and
managing the teaching and learning environment

• demonstrate knowledge of how to use and physically maintain various
assistive technology devices

• recognize types and transmission routes of infectious diseases and
demonstrate knowledge of universal safety precautions for avoiding the
transmission of such diseases
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0010 Understand principles and methods of curriculum development and
instructional planning for students with disabilities.

For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of national, state, and local content and
performance standards (e.g., New Mexico Content Standards and
Benchmarks) and strategies for aligning classroom assessment and
instruction with such performance standards

• demonstrate knowledge of specialized materials, curricula, and resources
for students with disabilities (e.g., computers and related technologies,
alternate curricula)

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for sequencing, implementing, and
evaluating students' progress toward individualized learning goals

• recognize strategies for collaborating with students and their families
to develop instructional, behavioral, social, career, and independent
living goals

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for selecting, evaluating, adapting,
and creating instructional materials and technological products to match
student readiness, interest, and learning preferences

• recognize strategies for identifying bias in curriculum materials and for
adapting instruction appropriately

• demonstrate knowledge of how to adapt or create learning plans for
students with disabilities (e.g., sensory, physical, cognitive, behavioral)
in a variety of settings (e.g., classroom, resource room, community)

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for designing and implementing
appropriate lesson plans for individual students and for varied learning
groups directed toward the needs and/or interests of students and the
goals of the lesson
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0011 Understand principles of and methods for individualizing instruction for
students with disabilities.

For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for selecting, adapting, and using
research-based instructional methods and materials to address the
strengths and needs of diverse learners and to ensure students' access
to the general curriculum

• apply knowledge of current research findings regarding individual
differences (e.g., linguistic backgrounds, developmental levels, type
and severity of disabilities, gender) in relation to learning

• apply knowledge of strategies for teaching students with disabilities how
to use self-assessment, problem solving, metacognitive skills, and other
cognitive strategies to identify and meet their own needs

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for collaborating with families,
colleagues, and other professionals to facilitate students' use and
independent management of assistive technologies in various settings
(e.g., school, home, work)

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for modifying classroom tests and
for helping students with disabilities learn how to prepare for and take
tests (e.g., development of learning strategies, study skills, and test-
taking strategies)

• apply knowledge of how to modify instruction, adapt materials, and
provide feedback based on formative assessment and student
feedback (e.g., by modifying pacing, scaffolding instruction, providing
organizational cues, integrating student-initiated learning experiences
into ongoing instruction, and using multiple approaches to content)

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for helping students with disabilities
maintain and generalize skills across learning environments
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0012 Understand strategies and techniques for promoting emergent literacy skills in
students with disabilities.

For example:

• demonstrate an understanding of the foundations of reading and
language arts development, including how children learn to com-
municate (e.g., speak, read, write, listen)

• demonstrate knowledge of various skills and concepts related to
emergent literacy (e.g., phonemic awareness, concepts of print,
sound-symbol relationships)

• demonstrate knowledge of principles of and methods for teaching
prereading skills and phonological awareness to students with
disabilities, including students who are English Language Learners

• demonstrate knowledge of research-supported practices that promote
students' early reading success

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for conducting ongoing assessment
of students' progress in developing emergent literacy skills
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0013 Understand strategies and techniques for promoting reading skills in students
with disabilities.

For example:

• recognize the characteristics of proficient and nonproficient readers and
demonstrate knowledge of the types and characteristics of reading
difficulties associated with various disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of principles of and methods for teaching reading
skills to students with disabilities, including students who are English
Language Learners

• demonstrate knowledge of instructional strategies for developing
students' decoding, word recognition, vocabulary, fluency, and reading
comprehension skills (e.g., explicit, systematic phonics instruction;
vocabulary development through authentic literature and students'
experiences; direct instruction in comprehension skills, such as
predicting, summarizing, and critical thinking)

• demonstrate familiarity with the uses of a variety of reading materials
(e.g., children's literature, nonfiction, technological media) and strategies
for evaluating texts based on quality, cultural and linguistic appropriate-
ness, and students' identified needs

• demonstrate knowledge of instructional strategies for teaching compre-
hension and study skills for reading content-area texts

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for using assistive and instructional
technology to support students' reading

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for conducting ongoing assessment
of students' reading skills to diagnose students' instructional needs,
modify instruction appropriately, and document students' progress
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0014 Understand strategies and techniques for promoting written expression skills
in students with disabilities.

For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of the types and characteristics of written
language difficulties associated with various disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of the relationship between oral and written
language and of strategies for creating opportunities for students to
consider, respond to, and discuss spoken and written materials

• demonstrate knowledge of language structures (e.g., semantics, syntax,
pragmatics)

• demonstrate knowledge of principles of and methods for teaching writing
skills to students with disabilities, including students who are English
Language Learners

• demonstrate knowledge of instructional strategies (e.g., teaching how to
write for different audiences and purposes; providing grammar instruction
within authentic contexts; teaching writing processes, such as drafting,
revising, and editing) for improving students' spelling, vocabulary usage,
grammar, sentence structure, paragraph development, organizational
skills, and composition skills

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for using assistive and instructional
technology to support students' writing

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for conducting ongoing assessment
of students' progress in developing writing skills
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0015 Understand strategies and techniques for promoting the development of
communication, social, and life skills in students with disabilities.

For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of how to support and enhance the commu-
nication skills (e.g., developing vocabulary, self-monitoring oral language)
of students with disabilities, including students who are English Language
Learners

• recognize the importance of implementing communication methods to
address students' level of language proficiency and their cultural and
linguistic differences

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for providing instruction to students
with disabilities in the use of augmentative and alternative communication
systems

• recognize social skills needed for educational and other environments
(e.g., giving and receiving meaningful feedback, engaging in conver-
sations) and demonstrate knowledge of how to design instructional
programs that enhance social participation across environments

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for enhancing the self-awareness,
self-management, self-control, self-esteem, self-advocacy, self-
determination, and independence of students with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies, methods, and resources for
designing and implementing life skills curricula (e.g., independent
living, career, vocation, leisure, recreation), including strategies for
developing life skills curricula that are responsive to students' cultural
and ethnic backgrounds, and methods for integrating life skills curricula
into the general curriculum

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies and procedures for enabling
students with disabilities to make successful transitions (e.g., from early
intervention programs to public school; between teachers, grade levels,
and school and service options; into postschool environments)
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0016 Understand strategies for developing and implementing positive behavioral
supports and interventions for students with disabilities.

For example:

• identify individualized expectations for the personal and social behavior
of students with disabilities in given settings and recognize ways to
support students' successful integration into various program placements

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies and procedures for conducting
functional behavior assessments

• demonstrate knowledge of how to use performance data and information
from all stakeholders to modify the learning environment to manage
behaviors

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for collaborating with others to
develop, implement, and evaluate behavior management programs

• demonstrate knowledge of the principle of using the least intrusive
behavior management strategy consistent with the needs of individual
students with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of various reinforcement techniques and
strategies for planning, developing, and implementing individualized
behavior intervention plans, including reinforcement systems and
environmental modifications

• demonstrate knowledge of how to integrate academic instruction with
behavior management, including knowledge of nonaversive techniques
for controlling targeted behavior and maintaining the attention of students
with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for crisis prevention, intervention,
and management

• demonstrate knowledge of ethics, laws, rules, and procedural safeguards
related to planning and implementing behavior management and
discipline for students with and students without disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of procedures for developing, reviewing,
evaluating, and amending behavior management and intervention
strategies
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SUBAREA IV—WORKING IN THE PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT

0017 Understand strategies for communicating and collaborating with students with
disabilities and their families to help students achieve desired learning
outcomes.

For example:

• demonstrate awareness of culturally responsive strategies for ensuring
effective communication and collaboration among families of students
with disabilities, school personnel, and representatives of community
agencies

• demonstrate knowledge of family systems and the roles of families in the
educational process

• recognize the potential impact of differences in values, languages, and
customs between the home and school

• demonstrate familiarity with typical concerns of parents/guardians of
students with disabilities and recognize effective strategies for addressing
such concerns, including providing parents/guardians with information
about community and state resources available to them

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for helping students with
disabilities and their parents/guardians become active participants
on the educational team (e.g., in assessment, the development and
implementation of individualized programs, and transition planning)
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0018 Understand strategies for communicating and collaborating with school staff
members, related service providers, and community agencies to help students
with disabilities achieve desired learning outcomes.

For example:

• recognize how to communicate effectively with school personnel about
the characteristics and needs of students with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of legal and ethical guidelines for maintaining
confidentiality when communicating with school personnel about students
with disabilities

• recognize the various roles and responsibilities of school personnel,
related service providers, and community agencies in implementing
individualized educational plans

• recognize the roles and responsibilities of the special education teacher
in regard to seeking assistance from and collaborating with other
professionals to support student learning

• demonstrate knowledge of various models and strategies of consultation
and collaboration (e.g., coteaching, consultant teaching) and of their
implementation

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for coaching general education
teachers and other service providers in instructional methods,
technology, and accommodations for students with disabilities

• recognize the roles and responsibilities of paraeducators (e.g., related to
instruction, intervention, and direct services) and demonstrate knowledge
of strategies and procedures for observing, evaluating, and providing
feedback to paraeducators

• recognize effective strategies for collaborating with school personnel,
service providers, and community agencies to integrate students with
disabilities into various settings and to plan and implement successful
transitions

• demonstrate knowledge of strategies for evaluating the effectiveness of
collaborative activities (e.g., data-based decision making)
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0019 Understand the historical, social, and legal foundations of the field of special
education.

For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of the historical and philosophical foundations
of special education, including classic research studies, current research,
major contributors, and important legislation (e.g., Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act [IDEA], Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA], No Child Left
Behind Act [NCLB])

• demonstrate knowledge of current issues and trends in the field of
special education (e.g., full inclusion, standards-based reforms, access
to new technologies, person-centered planning)

• demonstrate knowledge of definitions and issues in the identification of
students with disabilities, including factors influencing the overrepresen-
tation of students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in
programs for students with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of stakeholders
(e.g., students, parents/guardians, teachers, other professionals,
schools) in relation to the education of students with disabilities

• demonstrate knowledge of laws, litigation, policies, and ethical principles
related to referral, assessment, eligibility, and placement within a
continuum of services for students with disabilities (e.g., due process,
procedural safeguards, least restrictive environment)
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0020 Understand the professional, ethical, and legal roles and responsibilities of the
special educator.

For example:

• demonstrate knowledge of how to use resources (e.g., professional
organizations and journals, online resources, workshops, conferences,
mentors) to enhance one's professional knowledge (e.g., current
research-validated practices, information about the characteristics and
needs of students with disabilities) and engage in lifelong professional
growth and development

• recognize effective strategies for engaging in reflection and self-
assessment activities for the purposes of identifying one's cultural biases
and differences, improving instruction, and guiding professional growth

• demonstrate familiarity with basic computer and technology operations,
concepts, and uses (e.g., generating and manipulating data, evaluating
software and hardware, basic troubleshooting strategies, uses of imaging
and audiovisual devices)

• apply knowledge of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Code of
Ethics and the New Mexico Code of Ethics of the Education Profession

• apply knowledge of how to uphold high standards of competence,
good judgment, and integrity when conducting instructional and other
professional activities, including complying with all applicable laws,
policies, and procedures (e.g., in regard to local, state, and federal
monitoring and evaluation requirements; the provision of specialized
health care in the educational setting; mandated reporting; and uses
of technology, information, and software resources)

• recognize strategies for advocating effectively for individual students
with disabilities, their families, and the special education program

• recognize appropriate procedures for creating, maintaining, releasing,
and transferring records regarding students with disabilities, including
following legal and ethical guidelines for maintaining confidentiality


