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Understanding the Structure and Content of the Test

The content knowledge assessed by each NES test is described in the test's NES Profile, which contains the
following free test preparation information specific to the test field:

e an interactive test summary
e the complete set of test competencies

e sample test questions

The information here describes how to use the test summary and set of test competencies within a NES Profile
to understand both the design and content of a NES test.

The Test Summary

The test summary outlines the following components for each test:

the content domains covered

the types of questions (multiple-choice questions and/or constructed-response assignments)

the approximate number of test questions and length of the test

the reference materials provided to you during the test, if applicable (e.g., calculator, formulas pages)

the percentage of your total test score derived from each content domain

The following is an example of the test summary page from the NES Profile for the Social Science test.

Test Field Social Science (303)
Test Format  Multiple-choice questions
Number of Questions Approximately 150
Test Duration Upto 3 hours
Reference Materials None required

Hover over chart for details.

:2:::?:;2‘?;151 Eoia Efag?)fnpetencies
25% | Historiography and World History 0001-0004
25% 11 U.S. History 0005-0008
19% Ill Geography and Culture 0009-0011

19% IV Government 0012-0014
V Economics 0015-0016
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The Test Competencies

The set of test competencies defines the content covered on the test. The competencies are aligned with
national standards for teacher preparation and student learning standards. The competencies are organized for
structural and reporting purposes into major groupings of content-area knowledge called content domains. Each
competency is further defined by a number of descriptive statements. These components can be further
described as follows:

e Content domains are groupings of competencies that reflect the major domains of subject-area
knowledge for the test. When receiving test scores, candidates are given feedback on their performance
on the content domains of the test.

e The competencies define the content on which candidates will be tested. They are broad descriptions
of the knowledge and abilities that are important to the job of an educator.

e The descriptive statements provide further details about the nature and range of content covered by
the competencies. They are intended to suggest the types of content that are included in the test
guestions measuring the competency.

Test questions—both multiple-choice questions and constructed-response assignments—are designed to
measure specific content defined by the test competencies within each content domain. Content domains that
consist of more competencies will receive more emphasis on the test, through a greater number of test
guestions, than those with fewer competencies.

The following example illustrates the relationship of a multiple-choice test question to the content domain,
competency, and descriptive statement to which it corresponds. This same direct relationship between multiple-
choice test questions and their corresponding competencies applies to all NES tests.

Test
Conte['lt FIELD 303: SOCIAL SCIENCE
Domain
HISTORIOGRAPHY AND WORLD HISTORY
Competency 0001 Understand historical concepts, terms, sources, perspectives,

and research skills.
* Distinguish between primary and secondary sources of historical

ek information, and evaluate their credibility and reliability.
Descriptive Statement

Which of the following bibliographic
citations identifies a primary historical
source?

A. Alden, Michael. (1920). The Prime
Minister and the Great War.

London: Morebanks.
B. Nash, Olivia, ed. (1936),
Interpretations of Causality:

Europe and the Onset of World War 1.
Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh Press.

C. Connaught, Sir Lawrence. (1955).
Collected Correspondence from the
Foreign Office, 1914-1918.
London: Hamilton and Wiggins.

D. Mayer, Arno. (1967). Politics and
the Diplomacy of Peacemaking:
Containment and Counterrevolution
at Versailles, 1918-1919.

New York: Alfred A. Knopf.
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